
IN JOY AND SORROW 
WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS  

AS MOMENTS IN THE PROCESS  
OF EVANGELIZATION 

THE ROLE OF THE COMMUNITY 



OUR MISSION… 

Evangelizing is in fact  
the grace and vocation  
proper to the Church,  
her deepest identity.  

She exists  
in order to evangelize. 

 

Evangelization in the Modern World, #14, GDC, # 46 



A KEY QUESTION… 

WHO IS “THE  
CHURCH?” 



LISTEN… 

WHAT DO YOU HEAR? 



THREE “MOMENTS” 
IN THE PROCESS OF EVANGELIZATION 

MISSIONARY  
ACTIVITY  

STAGE 

CATECHETICAL  
ACTIVITY 

STAGE 

PASTORAL  
ACTIVITY 

STAGE 



LITURGY… 
from the Catechism of the Catholic Church, #1069  

 The word "liturgy" originally meant a 
"public work" or a "service in the 
name of/on behalf of the people."  

 In Christian tradition it means the 
participation of the People of God in 
"the work of God."  

 Through the liturgy Christ, our 
redeemer and high priest, continues 
the work of our redemption in, with, 
and through his Church. 



Catechism of the Catholic Church, #1079 

From the beginning  

until the end of time  

the whole of God's work  

is a blessing…  



IN JOY– WEDDINGS  
AS MOMENTS IN THE PROCESS  

OF EVANGELIZATION 

WHAT DO YOU HEAR? 



IN JOY– WEDDINGS AS MOMENTS IN 
THE PROCESS OF EVANGELIZATION 

 Why do you think people come to 
the Church for their wedding? 

 What cultural and societal shifts 
are impacting on our celebration 
of wedding liturgies? 

 What is your reaction or 
response to this? How do you 
feel about this reality? 



IN JOY– WEDDINGS AS MOMENTS IN 
THE PROCESS OF EVANGELIZATION 

Who is being evangelized in 
and through the experiences 
and rituals surrounding a 
Catholic wedding? 

What is God doing in, for, 
around and through us? 

How is God blessing, not only 
the couple, but the community? 

This is what the Liturgy 
celebrates 

 
 



LET’S EXPLORE JESUS’ PRESENCE AT A WEDDING 
JOHN 2:1-12 

On the third day there was a wedding in 
Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there. Jesus and his disciples had 
also been invited to the wedding. When 
the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 
said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And 
Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern 
is that to you and to me? My hour has not 
yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, 
‘Do whatever he tells you.’  



PAUSE AND REFLECT… 
 What is Jesus doing here? 
 Who represents the community here? 
 What is Mary’s role? 
◦ She is a guest; she came to celebrate and 

support the couple. 
◦ She notices things 
◦ She sees what needs to be done 
◦ She brings the need to Jesus 
◦ She pushes and prods  
◦ She works behind the scenes to set the 

stage for the activity of Jesus to be 
accomplished 

◦ She acts as mother to all 



THE STORY CONTINUES.. 
 

Now standing there were six stone 
water-jars for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or 
thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, 
‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they 
filled them up to the brim. He said to 
them, ‘Now draw some out, and take 
it to the chief steward.’ So they took 
it.  



PAUSE AND REFLECT… 

 What is Jesus doing here? 
 Who represents the community 

here? 
 What is the role of the servants? 
◦They bring ordinary things with 
which Jesus will accomplish 
extraordinary things 
◦They enlist the help of others 
(the chief steward…) 



When the steward tasted the water that 
had become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants 
who had drawn the water knew), the 
steward called the bridegroom and said to 
him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, 
and then the inferior wine after the guests 
have become drunk. But you have kept 
the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, 
the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, 
and revealed his glory; and his disciples 
believed in him. 

 



PAUSE AND REFLECT… 
 What is Jesus doing here? 
 Who represents the community 

here? 
 What new reality is accomplished 

through the intervention of Jesus, 
with the help of Mary, the servants, 
the chief steward and the rest of the 
community? 

 What might this story have to say to 
us today?  



IN JOY– WEDDINGS AS MOMENTS IN 
THE PROCESS OF EVANGELIZATION 
 Sacraments are celebrations of what 

God is doing in our midst. 
 What is God doing in a wedding? … for 

whom? 
 Who is being evangelized? 
 What should the community celebrate? 
 How should the community celebrate? 
 How can we act as Mary, the servants 

the chief stewards and the rest of the 
community did? 



THE CATHOLIC MARRIAGE RITUAL–  
AN OVERVIEW 

Part One:  Gathering Rites 
Part Two:  Story Telling 
Part Three.  Vow Taking 
Part Four:  Meal Sharing 
Part Five:  Commissioning 
 
 



WHAT DOES THE COMMUNITY DO? 
 We welcome 
 We support and model 
 We tell stories 
 We respond 
 We pray 
 We give witness to love 
 We give witness to joy and sorrow 
 We proclaim the good news of how 

marriage proclaims and makes 
present God’s everlasting love 



OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND 

ENGAGEMENT LITURGIES 
BLESSINGS 
EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES 
LITURGIES WITHOUT 

EUCHARIST 
 IF THE COMMUNITY IS NOT 

AWARE, WE CANNOT 
CELEBRATE 



IN SORROW—FUNERALS AS 
MOMENTS IN THE PROCESS  

OF EVANGELIZATION 

WHAT DO YOU HEAR? 



IN SORROW—FUNERALS AS MOMENTS 
IN THE PROCESS OF EVANGELIZATION 

Why do you think people come 
to the Church for funerals? 

What cultural and societal shifts 
are impacting on our celebration 
of funeral liturgies? 

What is your reaction or 
response to this? How do you 
feel about this reality? 
 



IN SORROW—FUNERALS AS MOMENTS IN 
THE PROCESS OF EVANGELIZATION 

 Who is being evangelized in and 
through the experiences and rituals 
surrounding a Catholic funeral? 

 What is God doing in, for, around 
and through us? 

 What’s the Good News here? 
 What’s the blessing which God may 

be bestowing? 
 This is what the Liturgy celebrates 



LET’S EXPLORE JESUS’ PRESENCE AT A FUNERAL 
JOHN 11;1-44 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of 
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the 
Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard 
it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and 
her sister and Lazarus, after having heard 
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. 



PAUSE AND REFLECT… 

What is Jesus doing here? 
Who represents the 

community? 
What are the messenger and 

the disciples doing?  
 



When Jesus arrived, he found that 
Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 
four days. Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away, and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their 
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went and met him, while 
Mary stayed at home. Martha said to 
Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. But even 
now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.’  



Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise 
again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection on the 
last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, and everyone who lives and believes 
in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe 
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 
the one coming into the world.’ 

 



When she had said this, she went back 
and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.’ And when she heard it, 
she got up quickly and went to him. Now 
Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 
was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. The Jews who were with her in 
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going 
to the tomb to weep there.  



When Mary came where Jesus was and 
saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to 
him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.’ When 
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews 
who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid 
him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and 
see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews 
said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some 
of them said, ‘Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?’ 



PAUSE AND REFLECT… 
 What is Jesus doing here? 
 Who represents the community here? 
 What does the community do? 
◦ They console Mary 
◦ They follow her, thinking that she is 

going to weep at the tomb 
◦ They invite Jesus to come with them 

to the tomb 
◦ They give voice to their scepticism 

about Jesus’ knowledge and ability to 
intervene. 



Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, 
came to the tomb. It was a cave, and 
a stone was lying against it. Jesus 
said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, 
the sister of the dead man, said to 
him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead for four 
days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell 
you that if you believed, you would 
see the glory of God?’ So they took 
away the stone.  



And Jesus looked upwards and said, 
‘Father, I thank you for having heard 
me. I knew that you always hear me, but 
I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe 
that you sent me.’ When he had said this, 
he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, 
come out!’ The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, 
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him 
go.’ 

 



PAUSE AND REFLECT… 
 What is Jesus doing here? 
 What is the role of the community? 
 They respond to the commands 

and requests of Jesus 
 They remove the stone that covers 

the entrance to the tomb of Lazarus 
 They unbind Lazarus, unwinding 

the grave cloths that render him 
incapable of independent 
movement. 



PAUSE AND REFLECT… 
 What might this story have to say 

to us today? 
 What if we, the community, are 

both Lazarus and the 
Community? 



SOME THOUGHTS FROM POPE FRANCIS 
EVANGELII GAUDIUM, #1 

 The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and 
lives of all who encounter Jesus.  

 Those who accept his offer of salvation 
are set free from sin, sorrow, inner 
emptiness and loneliness.  

 With Christ joy is constantly born anew. 
 … I wish to encourage the Christian 

faithful to embark upon a new chapter of 
evangelization marked by this joy, while 
pointing out new paths for the Church’s 
journey in years to come. 



SOME THOUGHTS FROM POPE FRANCIS 
EVANGELII GAUDIUM, #2 

 Whenever our interior life becomes caught 
up in its own interests and concerns, there 
is no longer room for others, no place for 
the poor. God’s voice is no longer heard, 
the quiet joy of his love is no longer felt, 
and the desire to do good fades.  

 This is a very real danger for believers too. 
Many fall prey to it, and end up resentful, 
angry and listless. 

 That is no way to live a dignified and 
fulfilled life; it is not God’s will for us, nor is 
it the life in the Spirit which has its source 
in the heart of the risen Christ. 



SOME THOUGHTS FROM POPE FRANCIS 
EVANGELII GAUDIUM, #8 

 Thanks solely to this encounter – or renewed 
encounter – with God’s love, which blossoms 
into an enriching friendship, we are liberated 
from our narrowness and self-absorption.  

 We become fully human when we become more 
than human, when we let God bring us beyond 
ourselves in order to attain the fullest truth of 
our being.  

 Here we find the source and inspiration of all 
our efforts at evangelization. For if we have 
received the love which restores meaning to our 
lives, how can we fail to share that love with 
others? 



THE CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITE: 
A SYMPHONY IN THREE MOVEMENTS 

THE VIGIL 
THE FUNERAL RITE 
THE RITE OF COMMITTAL 



THE CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITE: 
AN OVERVIEW 

 PART ONE: GATHERING RITES 
 PART TWO: STORY TELLING 
 PART THREE: MEAL SHARING 
 PART FOUR: LEAVE-TAKING 
 PART FIVE: COMMISSIONING 



OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND… 

 VIGIL SERVICES 
 BLESSINGS 
 PRAYERS AT THE GRAVESIDE 
 OTHER PRAYER SERVICES AND 

EXPERIENCES DURING THE WAKE 
 RECEPTION OF THE CASKET AT THE 

CHURCH 
 CLOSING THE CASKET 
 EUCHARISTIC FUNERAL  LITURGIES 
 FUNERALS WITHOUT CELEBRATION OF 

EUCHARIST 
 LITURGIES OF REMEMBRANCE 

(NOVEMBER 1 AND 2) 



PAUSE AND REFLECT… 

WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 
TO WHAT NEW ACTION ARE 

WE CALLED? 
TO WHAT ARE WE 
CALLED TO  
RE-COMMIT? 
WHAT MIGHT WE  

HAVE TO LEAVE  
BEHIND?  



PRAYER 
All-powerful God,  

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by water and the Holy Spirit you freed your sons 

and daughters from sin and gave us new life. 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us  
to be our Helper and Guide. 

Give us the spirit of  
wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of right judgment and courage, 
the spirit of knowledge and reverence. 

Fill us with the spirit  
of wonder and awe in your presence. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 


